
As a co-director of the SUNY Buffalo State Professional De-

velopment School (PDS) Consortium, I am often asked: “What 

is a PDS?”  My short answer:  “The best innovation that ever 

happened to teacher education!”  In reality, of course, the 

answer is much more complex.  A PDS is a mutually benefi-

cial collaboration and significant partnership among Institu-

tions of Higher Education and Pre-K through 12 schools.  

Buffalo State’s PDS has been recognized as a state and na-

tional leader in clinically-rich teacher education preparation 

for many years. The PDS model provides students majoring 

in education with extensive classroom experience, based on 

the philosophy that teaching effectiveness is best learned 

through mentored immersion in the classroom.   One of the 

most exciting attributes of the partnership is its commitment 

to impacting all members.  Not only do college faculty, teach-

er candidates, school principals and mentoring teachers col-

laboratively explore effective teaching practices through au-

thentic classroom practice, but they also promote and encour-

age professional development and educational innovation.  

The action research conducted in the PDS schools provides a 

platform for scholarly activity for all partners with the ulti-

mate goal of improving student achievement.   A comprehen-

sive mission (NAPDS Nine 

Essentials) that furthers the 

education profession and its 

responsibility to advance 

equity within schools drives 

the PDS.  Thus, teacher can-

didates, young learners, col-

lege faculty, principals, and 

mentoring teachers all bene-

fit from the multiple oppor-

tunities to learn in the con-

text of Buffalo State’s award- 

winning PDS partnership.  

Come visit and learn for 

yourself the power of PDS!  
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How The SUNY Buffalo State PDS 
Consortium Provides A Framework For 
Innovation And Creativity  

SUNY Buffalo State’s award- 

winning Professional Devel-

opment Schools (PDS) Con-

sortium has extended its 

sphere of influence for 22 

years. Starting with one part-

ner school in 1991 with a mis-

sion to support the develop-

ment of new and experienced 

teachers through local part-

nerships, this Consortium 

now partners with more than 

45 PDS sites locally, regional-

ly, and internationally. This 

established framework has 

created the space and struc-

ture for innovation and crea-

tivity for all members of the 

Consortium. In line with 

NAPDS Nine Essentials, #4, 

the Consortium reflects a 

shared commitment for inno-

vative and reflective practices 

by all participants. Through 

the structure of the PDS Con-

sortium, these practices are 

shared and reflected upon, 

and partners make these ideas 

their own. As a result, we 

have a highly organized PDS 

Consortium structure which 

each member or school indi-

vidualizes for their own 

needs.   

 

 

Responding to concerns that 

new standards for university 

faculty, teacher candidates, 

school leaders, practicing 

teachers, and children may be 

implemented in scripted 

ways, the PDS Consortium 

established creativity as the 

2013-2014 theme. Faculty 

read Creativity Rising: Crea-

tive Thinking and Creative 

Problem Solving in the 21st 

Century (Puccio, et al, 2012) 

and then established a task-

force to consider guiding 

questions to explore the theo-

ries and practices of creativi-
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ty. The PDS Co-directors are 

excited by the many innovative 

initiatives already in place and 

those that will be implemented.  

This newsletter highlights 

some of the outstanding and 

creative work being accom-

plished. 



Global Book Hour 

(GBH) is a part of Dr. 

Kim Truesdell’s Intro-

duction to Literacy 

course. It consists of a 

cohort of students and 

volunteers to help plan 

art activities, vocabulary, 

introductions and a read-

aloud for children who 

come Saturday mornings 

eager to participate. The 

program is hosted at the 

local grocery store, and 

is open to any children 

that would like to come 

and join. Most im-

portantly, everyone that 

comes receives their own 

copy of the book that 

was read that particular 

week. This allows the 

children and teacher can-

didates to begin building 

their own library. The 

teacher candidates are 

expected to fill five dis-

tinct roles and reflect 

upon each of them dur-

ing the course. Besides 

the obvious learning of 

teaching and planning 

strategies, the teacher 

candidates are also re-

ceiving an amazing edu-

cation on culture and di-

versity. They learn to 

create meaningful les-

sons that meet the divers 

developmental 

and linguistic abilities of 

the children in a very 

non-traditional setting. 

Every lesson includes a 

read-aloud and various 

activities designed to 

develop literacy 

skills.  At the end of the 

each week, the small 

groups gather to collec-

tively complete an activ-

ity that relates to the 

theme of the week. Past 

themes have included 

Dr. Seuss, music, multi-

King Center Charter 

School’s Book Club is 

part of Dr. Sherri We-

ber’s Introduction to Lit-

eracy course. Laura 

Thompson, King Cen-

ter’s librarian, develops a 

theme for each week; 

teacher candidates use 

these themes to construct 

a lesson for a small 

group of 2-3 children. 

cultural literature, sci-

ence, and fractured fairy 

tales.  Anyone interested 

in participating is wel-

come to join us  on Sat-

urday mornings at King 

Center Charter School. 

Please contact Dr. Sherri 

Weber for further infor-

mation.  

Interview with   

Dr. Sherri Weber 

Global Book Hour 

 

ing the children and ado-

lescents to the notion of 

college. 

W.A.S.H. Project 

Due to its great success, 

GBH has recently ex-

panded to the Westside 

Arts Happenings Strate-

gies (W.A.S.H.) Project, 

which Dr. Truesdell de-

scribes as “…a unique 

GBH program. We are 

hosted at a Laundromat 

in a neighborhood of im-

migrants and refugees on 

the West Side of Buffa-

lo.  Most of the children 

King Center Charter Book Club 

who attend are Burmese 

refugees from the neigh-

borhood.  English is their 

second language and, I 

believe, besides instilling 

a love for reading, an 

awareness and apprecia-

tion of cultures, 

and camaraderie, we are 

also helping their Eng-

lish language and litera-

cy development.  In ad-

dition, we are introduc-

“They learn to 

create meaningful 

lessons that meet 

the developmental 

and linguistic 

abilities of the 

children in a very 

non-traditional 

setting.” 
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Interview with   

Dr. Kim Truesdell 

Interview with   

Dr. Kim Truesdell 



Club HoLA (Hour of 

Latino Awareness) uti-

lizes bilingual children’s 

books to promote Span-

ish language learning 

and cultural aware-

ness.  Using an immer-

sion approach, a native 

speaker facilitates the 

group using an informal 

and multimodal ap-

proach.  Participants in-

clude SUNY Buffalo State 

students and faculty who 

build Spanish language 

skills, increase knowledge 

about Latino culture, and 

explore the challenges of 

learning a new language. 

Attendees receive their 

own copies of the three 

books selected for the se-

mester.  The group meets 

every Wednesday. New 

participants are welcome!   

designation was official-

ly given by the college. 

The primary focus of the 

service learning is work-

ing with students of di-

verse linguistic and cul-

tural backgrounds, pri-

marily English Language 

Learners. Teacher candi-

dates are immersed with-

in the program, giving 

One of the first forms of 

service learning at Buf-

falo State is attached to 

Mary C. Cummings’ 

EDU 310 course, 

“Teaching Social Studies 

in the Elementary School 

Classroom.” The service 

learning components of 

her courses have been 

around since before the 

them authentic field ex-

perience. Teacher Candi-

dates are expected to 

have a focus on tutoring 

the students and helping 

them to achieve, rather 

than giving simple 

“homework completion” 

help. The students are 

placed at several local 

community sites that 

Club HoLA 

partnership, the S.T.A.R. 

Institute connects Buff 

State resources with com-

munity resources at the 

XCEL Leadership Cen-

ter, Inc. This institute al-

lows teachers and teacher 

candidates to form the 

social relationships with 

students that are vital to 

academic achievement. 

Equally important, the 

institute gives pre-service 

and early service teachers 

the opportunity to learn 

Service Learning 

 

about students, to learn 

with students, and to 

learn from students in a 

different community set-

ting. As described by Dr. 

Hunter, the S.T.A.R. In-

stitute takes the PDS con-

cept one step further, of-

fering rich and rewarding 

experiences in a learning 

space that is not a school. 

Here is where Dr. Hunter 

challenges us to reconsid-

er PDS as PDLE, Profes-

sional Development 

                   

The Students and 

Teachers Achieving 

Results (S.T.A.R.) In-

stitute is a new oppor-

tunity for SUNY Buf-

falo State graduate 

students to make real 

connections to teach-

ing theories, concepts, 

and strategies.         

Envisioned by Dr.                  

Jevon D. Hunter as a 

mutually informative, 

mutually beneficial 

S.T.A.R. Institute 

Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 1 

Learning Ecology, in a 

deliberate attempt to fo-

cus on the kinds of 

learning students and 

teachers experience to-

gether. For anyone inter-

ested in creating their 

own PDLE, Dr. Hunter 

suggests “thinking big, 

taking risks, letting 

events unfold organical-

ly, and being unafraid to 

make mistakes!” 

have long-running rela-

tionships with the college.  

I believe it is best summa-

rized by a former student 

“The tutoring business is a 

two-way thing. You give 

and you get”. 

 

Interview with   

Mary C. Cummings 

Interview with   

Dr. Jevon D. Hunter 

Interview with   

Dr. Pixita del Prado Hill 



local Women and Chil-

dren’s Hospital. Addi-

tionally, EEC has pro-

vided support for  local 

children’s charities and 

its members regularly 

provide assistance at 

PDS meetings. This se-

mester, EEC will also be 

teaming up with Global   

Book Hour, the 

W.A.S.H. Project,  and 

the XCEL Leadership 

Center to broaden its 

community impact.  

Interview with   

Dr. Dianne McCarthy 

Buffalo State’s Elemen-

tary Education Club 

(EEC) meets weekly 

during Bengal Pause. 

EEC allows teacher can-

didates to discuss press-

ing issues in the field of 

education. The club has 

a strong focus on com-

munity service and gives 

students an opportunity 

to collaborate with one 

another and with the 

community.  In the past, 

EEC has participated in 

various collection drives 

and read-alouds at the 

Elementary Education Club 

Kaitlyn Marie Gardner, Graduate  
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